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success of Socialism in Russia a certain time, some months at least,
is necessary during which the Socialist Government can have a free
hand, first to overcome the bourgeoisie of its own country and
then to lay the basis for extensive and deep-rooted organizational
work.

6. The situation in which the Socialist Revolution in Russia finds
itself is to be taken as the point of departure for every definition of
the international task confronting the new Soviet Government, be-
cause the international situation as it stands during the fourth year
of war precludes the possibility of predicting the time of the outbreak
of revolutions and the overthrow of the imperialistic governments
of Europe (including the German Government). That there will be
a Socialist Revolution in Europe there is no doubt. All our hopes in
the final triumph of Socialism are based on this certainty, which is
in the nature of a scientific prediction. Our propaganda work in
general and our fraternization in particular should be strengthened
and developed [in order to help bring about the Socialist Revolution].
But it would be a mistake for the Socialist Government in Russia
to formulate its policy on the supposition that within the next six
months (or thereabouts) there will be a European, to be more specific,
a German Socialist Revolution. It is impossible to make such pre-
dictions, and every attempt to do so is a blind gamble.

7.  The Brest-Litovsk negotiations have made it clear by now
(January 20, 1918) that the war party in Germany has the upper
hand and has sent us what amounts to an ultimatum . . . either to
continue the war or to accept a peace of annexation, that is to say,
that we give up all the territory we have seized, while the Germans
retain all that they have seized. In addition they impose on us an
indemnity in the (concealed) form of paying for the support of the
prisoners. This amounts to about three billion roubles and is to be
paid over a period of several years.

8.  The Russian Socialist Government is  confronted with a
question which requires an immediate solution, either to accept the
annexation peace or to start at once a revolutionary war. No other
solution is in fact possible. We cannot put off the decision ; we have
already done everything possible and impossible to drag out the
negotiations.

9.  When we consider the arguments for an immediate revolu-
tionary war we find first of all the argument that a separate peace
now is virtually an understanding with German imperialists, an